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Foreword

This book supplements previous reference works produced by the Air
Force Historical Research Agency through the Air Force History Support
Office for Air Force and general public use. These works include publications
about Air Force organizations, unit lineage and honors histories, air bases,
campaigns, chronologies, contingencies, and aerial victory credits. These
materials provide data for those who will make decisions about future Air
Force structures and operations and for service members who need reference
information about the past. The present volume covers an often overlooked cat-
egory of Air Force operations: humanitarian airlift.

The USAF has participated in hundreds of major humanitarian airlift
operations since its birth. These airlifts have saved the lives of thousands of
people in the United States and abroad and have served as tools of U.S. diplo-
macy, demonstrating the versatility of air power not only as a weapon of war
but also as an instrument of peace. The future will continue to demand human-
itarian airlift operations, and this book will help planners to appreciate, in
quantitative and qualitative terms, how these operations were conducted in the
past.
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Preface

Historians have written extensively about the United States Air Force as an
instrument of war, focusing on aerial combat, bombing, strafing, and the trans-
portation of troops and weapons. They have written less about the role of the
USAF in supporting disaster relief operations, in helping emerging nations meet
the needs of their citizens, and in feeding the hungry anywhere in the world—
missions which are cumulatively known as humanitarian airlift. One might even
think this is a new role for the U.S. military. This book attempts to fill a histori-
cal gap by addressing humanitarian airlift missions as an important part of Air
Force heritage.

Rarely acting alone in conducting humanitarian relief efforts, the U.S. Air
Force has served with the U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard. It
has worked with other federal agencies such as the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the State Department, and the Agency for International Develop-
ment. It has also interacted with private charitable organizations.

Air Force humanitarian airlift operations include providing assistance at
home and abroad. In the event of a domestic disaster, the federal government fol-
lows a procedure first defined by the Federal Disaster Act of 1950. After an
emergency, a governor requests federal assistance and the president declares the
region a federal disaster area. In recent decades, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency has coordinated domestic disaster relief, often requesting the sup-
port of the Department of Defense for airlift missions.

In the case of an international disaster, a foreign government requests relief
through the U.S. embassy, permitting the State Department’s Agency for
International Development and its Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance to coor-
dinate the relief effort. Both organizations have used the USAF for airlift when
commercial aircraft were not available or could not perform the mission. In
recent years, the Department of Defense established its own office of humani-
tarian assistance to coordinate congressionally-mandated transport of privately
donated relief supplies and distribution of excess nonlethal Defense Department
cargo.

The Military Airlift Command dominated, but did not monopolize, human-
itarian airlifts during the Cold War. Other Air Force commands, such as U.S. Air
Forces in Europe, Pacific Air Forces, Tactical Air Command, Alaskan Air
Command, Caribbean Air Command, Southern Air Command, and Air Mobility
Command took part in significant relief flights. Air Force Reserve and Air
National Guard crews and aircraft also participated in many operations, either
independently or by complementing active organizations.
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Preface
Criteria

Humanitarian airlift as described in this book includes the following types
of operations:

1. Airlift of relief workers, equipment, or supplies to victims of natural
disasters, major accidents, civil conflicts, or political emergencies.

2. Air evacuation from dangerous areas.

3. Aerial spraying of insecticide or fire-retardant chemicals.

4. Air rescue from shipwrecks, flooded areas, or other emergency situa-
tions.

5. Airdrops of food to snowbound livestock.
The following types of operations are not included in this book:

1. Movement of peacekeeping or peacemaking troops, or of former pris-
oners of war.

2. Military aeromedical evacuations or air rescues.

3. Routine supply missions to scientific research stations.

4. Routine airlifts, such as airdrops of Christmas bundles.

5. Relief operations not involving airlift, such as land delivery of supplies
to storm victims near Air Force installations.

6. Deliveries of supplies to combat troops.

7. Hurricane tracking missions.

Categories and Definitions

For each mission, information is arranged in eight categories: the name of
the operation, the location of the airlift, the date(s) of the airlift, the nature of the
emergency, the Air Force organization(s) involved, the type and amount of cargo
airlifted, the type and number of aircraft employed, and a narrative description of
operations.

Relatively few relief operations earned official names; the designation of
most derived from the disasters or emergencies that engendered them. The loca-
tion and date of an operation refer not to the disaster or emergency, but to the
relief mission that followed. The location refers to the destination of cargo, not
its point of origin. The date does not include return flights after cargo deliveries.

The names of many countries changed between 1947 and 1994. To avoid
confusion, the category descriptions use the name of the country as it was at the
time of the airlift.

In describing damage caused by earthquakes, the text often refers to the
Richter scale. Devised by Dr. Charles F. Richter of the California Institute of
Technology, this logarithmic scale has graded steps for expressing the magnitude
of an earthquake. Each whole number increment represents an enormous
increase in magnitude, with a 4.5 earthquake causing slight damage and an 8.5
earthquake causing very devastating damage.

viii
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Air Force organizations listed include only those that actually flew airlift
missions. The category “Aircraft Employed” includes both the type and the num-
ber of aircraft. If one C—130 delivered relief supplies on three separate flights,
only one C-130 is listed. In a few cases, available source material provided only
the total number of missions per aircraft type. In these cases, the number of mis-
sions rather than the number of aircraft is indicated. Civilian aircraft chartered
by the Air Force are not listed.

Some entries indicate the amount of financial damage sustained during the
emergency. These amounts have not been adjusted for inflation, so the reader
should not attempt to compare economic losses for various disasters from the
figures provided.

Organization

This book is divided into seven chapters. Each describes humanitarian air-
lifts in a specific region: North America (United States and Canada); Latin
America (including Mexico and Central America); Europe; Africa; southwest
Asia; east Asia; and the Pacific (including Australia). In each chapter, humani-
tarian airlifts are listed chronologically.
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Introduction

Humanitarian airlift is a U.S. tradition older than the U.S. Air Force. It is
almost as old as military aviation itself. Just twelve years after the establish-
ment in 1907 of the Signal Corps’ Aeronautical Division, the airplane became
an instrument of disaster relief. Humanitarian airlift missions continued
through the Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression. Even the vast com-
mitments of World War II did not halt humanitarian airlifts by the U.S. mili-
tary. The USAF continued the relief airlift tradition during the Cold War and
beyond, conducting about 560 relief airlifts in the years between its establish-
ment in 1947 as an independent service and 1994.

Humanitarian Airlift Before 1947

As early as 1919, U.S. Army aircraft from Kelly Field, Texas, dropped food
to marooned flood victims along the Rio Grande. Three years later, aircraft
from Crissy Field, California, flew rescue workers to a mine where 48 miners
were trapped 500 feet underground.’

Many early domestic humanitarian flights were flown in response to win-
ter emergencies. In March 1923, Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland sent
airplanes to bomb an ice jam on the Delaware River. The next month, an air-
craft from Chanute Field, Illinois, dropped food to marooned people on South
Fox Island in Lake Michigan. In March 1924, aircraft from Chanute Field and
Fort Riley, Kansas, saved Union Pacific railroad bridges by bombing an ice
jam on the Platte River. Two years later, aircraft from Aberdeen Proving
Ground bombed an ice jam on the Susquehanna River in Pennsylvania. When
flooding stranded hundreds of people in southern Alabama in March 1929, air-
planes from Maxwell Field dropped relief supplies to them.?

Humanitarian flights continued in the 1930s, responding to a series of nat-
ural disasters. After severe blizzards hit the southwest in 1932, aircraft from
the Army’s 11th Bombardment Squadron dropped food to snowbound and
starving native Americans in Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah.’ One of the
most unusual humanitarian air operations took place in December 1935, when
the 5th Bombardment Group bombed Mauna Loa in Hawaii to curb the vol-
cano’s lava flow and save the city of Hilo.* On February 9, 1936, the 96th
Bombardment Squadron flew supplies to marooned residents on islands in the
frozen Chesapeake Bay. The next month, the 96th Squadron, the 20th
Bombardment Squadron, and the 103d Observation Squadron flew relief sup-
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plies to flood victims in Pennsylvania. Another flood in southern Illinois in
early 1937 elicited a 9th Airship Squadron relief operation.’

Army aircraft also flew humanitarian missions to foreign nations before
the establishment of the U.S. Air Force as an independent service in September
1947. In February 1939, the 2d Bombardment Wing delivered medical sup-
plies to earthquake victims in Chile.® Four years later, in the midst of World
War I, a B-24 from a base in Guatemala dropped a life raft with diphtheria
vaccine to a destroyer escorting a British aircraft carrier. The destroyer deliv-
ered the vaccine to the carrier, preventing a shipboard epidemic.” In September
1944, Army Air Force planes dropped food to starving French citizens; in May
1945, B—17s delivered food to hungry people in the Netherlands in “Operation
Chowhound.”

Army Air Force aircraft continued flying humanitarian missions after
World War II. In February 1947, the Air Rescue Service (Air Rscu Svc) flew
relief missions to Bolivia after a flood of the Mamore River.’ In April 1947, the
Tenth Air Force flew equipment, supplies, and workers from Kelly Field to
Galveston, Texas, in response to a ship explosion and fire at nearby Texas City.

The Cold War

After the U.S. Air Force was established in 1947, it continued to fly the
domestic humanitarian airlift operations conducted by its Army predecessors.
U.S. citizens naturally expected the assistance of their armed forces after
domestic emergencies, and the end of World War Il made that assistance more
readily available. Foreign policy developments in the late 1940s, however,
expanded humanitarian airlift operations overseas as well.

In 1947, the United States introduced the Marshall Plan, offering to
rebuild the war-shattered countries of Europe.'® The Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) established puppet states in eastern Europe, precipitating a
“Cold War” that lasted four decades and stimulated U.S. humanitarian airlifts.
The Cold War compelled the United States to maintain a large peacetime mil-
itary establishment for the first time in its history and sparked production of
military cargo aircraft which, while designed to move troops and equipment to
battle, could also deliver food, clothing, tents, and other relief supplies. The
Cold War also stimulated the building and maintenance of a worldwide net-
work of air bases that facilitated rapid relief for victims of foreign emergen-
cies, both natural and man-made.

Finally, the Cold War encouraged U.S. political leaders to respond to the
needs of developing nations in an effort to keep them from joining the Soviet
camp. The fierce competition between the United States and the USSR
spawned enormous financial expenditures and the acquisition and develop-
ment of aircraft, bases, and personnel, which were used to respond to foreign
disasters. In this way, preparedness for war saved thousands of lives.



Introduction
The Utility of Humanitarian Airlift

Obviously, humanitarian airlift operations are of greatest and most direct
benefit to the individual victims of disaster or emergency. For them, the rapid
movement of cargo or personnel can make a life-or-death difference. But
humanitarian airlift operations also benefit as a whole the countries to which
they are directed. They allow foreign states to retain economic and political
stability in the face of sudden challenge. Relief airlifts have strengthened
nations that might be vulnerable to enemies, foreign or domestic. Allowed to
fester, emergencies such as natural disasters sometimes fuel civil unrest, mass
migrations, or epidemics, which can spill across international borders, threat-
ening regional peace and security. By flying relief supplies to one nation, the
United States often indirectly helps other nearby nations.

When the United States airlifts relief supplies to foreign nations, it also
benefits itself. Humanitarian airlifts are diplomatic tools in the hands of the
president and the State Department. Grateful recipients of relief have extend-
ed to the United States not only friendship but also increased trade, access to
natural resources, support in international diplomacy, and basing privileges.
By hastening another country’s recovery from disaster, the United States is act-
ing in its own economic and political interests.

Relief airlifts provide the Air Force with outstanding opportunities for mil-
itary training, since airlifting refugees, bulldozers, and food is not much dif-
ferent from moving troops, tanks, and the materiel of war. U.S. aircrews who
deliver relief supplies to remote disaster sites become familiar with techniques,
locations, and conditions they might face in wartime. Nevertheless, in many
cases, the United States responds to international emergencies when there is
little to expect in return. This policy is rooted in the U.S. humanitarian tradi-
tion.

Adaptations for Humanitarian Airlift

From its inception in 1947, the U.S. Air Force has recognized the necessi-
ty and importance of airlift and has adapted structurally to achieve this mis-
sion. Composed of Air Force and Navy elements under the administrative
supervision of the Air Force, the Military Air Transport Service (MATS) was
established on June 1, 1948, to serve all branches of the armed forces. For the
next decade, MATS consisted of the Continental, Atlantic, and Pacific
Divisions. In 1958, the Pacific Division was dissolved, the Continental
Division became the Western Transport Air Force, and the Atlantic Division
became the Eastern Transport Air Force. In the 1960s, the Navy dropped out
of MATS. In 1966, the Military Airlift Command (MAC) replaced MATS. The
Western Transport Air Force became the Twenty-second Air Force and the
Eastern Transport Air Force became the Twenty-first Air Force.
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The year 1974 was a watershed for airlift. Air Force Reserve (AF Res) and
Air National Guard (ANG) units began using their crews on a volunteer basis
in foreign disaster relief operations," and MAC gained command of reserve
airlift units.”” In December, Tactical Air Command (TAC) C-130 airlift assets
transferred to MAC," bringing all airlift assets, tactical and strategic, under
centralized control for the first time. They remained under MAC until 1992.

In the 1980s, most humanitarian airlift operations were classified as spe-
cial assignment airlift missions, resulting from a contract between MAC and
other federal agencies which reimbursed MAC for each airlift. In 1984, gov-
ernment agencies outside the Department of Defense (DoD) were charged
$3,540 per C-130 flying hour, $4,583 per C—141 flying hour, and $12,146 per
C-5 flying hour."

Congress passed two important pieces of legislation in 1985 and 1986
that expanded the humanitarian assistance role of the Defense Department.
The Denton Amendment to a defense appropriations bill allowed the Air
Force to transport privately donated humanitarian cargo on routine or training
missions overseas at no charge to donors or recipients. The McCollum
Amendment allowed surplus nonlethal DoD supplies to be airlifted to devel-
oping nations."

The Goldwater-Nichols Defense Reorganization Act of 1986 changed the
process by which DoD reacted to emergencies around the world. The chain of
command now ran from the president through the secretary of defense to the
theater commander, bypassing the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Airlift assignments no
longer went through the chief of staff of the USAF. Joint task forces under the-
ater commanders tapped Air Force elements for humanitarian and other con-
tingency operations.

During the Cold War, the Air Force acquired larger and faster transport air-
craft. By the late 1940s, the most common cargo airplanes were twin-engine
C—47 Skytrains and four-engine C—54 Skymasters. Other transports of this
period included twin-engine C—45 Expediters, C—82 Packets, C—46 Comman-
dos, and four-engine C—74 Globemasters.

By the 1950s, several new transport aircraft had come into service, includ-
ing the twin-engine C-119 Flying Boxcar—a descendant of the C—82—and
the C—123 Provider. The Berlin Airlift had demonstrated the need for larger
aircraft. In response, the Air Force acquired the huge, four-engine double-
decked C—124 Globemaster 11, which served as a strategic airlifter. In the same
decade, many transports that had been used through the 1940s, including the
C45, C-46, C-54, C-72, and C-82, went out of service.'

The venerable C—130 Hercules, a four-engine turboprop, emerged in the
1950s to become the Air Force’s favorite tactical airlifter through the rest of the
century. The Hercules could carry large quantities of cargo to relatively small
airfields in remote locations and was rugged enough to handle rough landings
in combat zones and disaster areas.
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In the 1960s, several new cargo aircraft entered the Air Force inventory.
The most significant was the C—141 Starlifter, a four-engine jet giant designed
to replace the C—124 for strategic airlift missions. The C—135 Stratolifter, a
variant of the Boeing 707 jet airliner and the KC—-135 refueler, was less com-
mon. Four-engine propeller aircraft, such as the C—118 Liftmaster and the
C—121 Super Constellation, were also used. To move large cargo, the Air Force
acquired the gigantic four-engine C—133 Cargomaster. The smaller, twin-
engine C—7 Caribou supplemented the C—130 fleet for tactical airlift missions.

During the 1970s, many older cargo types, such as the C—47, C-118,
C-119, and C-124, left the inventory of active Air Force units. The C—141s
were modified with longer fuselages and air refueling equipment to extend
their range and cargo capacity. Culminating the trend toward larger and faster
strategic airlifters, the four-engine jet C—5 Galaxy appeared in the early 1980s
to replace the C—133. At the time, the Galaxy was the largest aircraft in the
world.

Despite the acquisition of larger transport planes during the Cold War, the
Air Force never abandoned smaller aircraft, because many airstrips were too
small to accommodate the large C—5s and C—141s. In many operations, larger
aircraft unloaded relief supplies far from their final destination, shifting the
cargo to smaller C—130s or to helicopters, which could move it to smaller air-
fields in the disaster area. For aeromedical evacuations, the Air Force acquired
the twin-engine C-9 Nightingale.

After the Cold War

The Cold War ended not long after Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in
the Soviet Union. Gorbachev pursued dramatic internal reforms and estab-
lished a more cordial relationship with the United States. By the early 1990s,
the reforms sparked revolutionary changes in the emerging nations of the for-
mer Soviet Union and in eastern Europe. Between 1989 and early 1993, com-
munist governments collapsed in Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania,
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, East Germany, Albania, and the USSR. Gorbachev lost
power to Boris Yeltsin, president of Russia. The Berlin Wall was torn down, the
Warsaw Pact disintegrated, and Germany reunified. The collapse of commu-
nism released a tide of nationalism that split Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and
the Soviet Union into at least 21 new republics.

The end of the Cold War multiplied the humanitarian airlifts of the Air
Force. The United States assisted its traditional friends, but also expanded its
aid to some former adversaries. The Air Force encountered many airfields
which had long been off limits to U.S. military aircraft. For the first time, the
entire globe became the theater for U.S. relief flights. Between 1947 and 1987,
the Air Force flew an average of fewer than 12 humanitarian airlifts per year.
In 1991 and 1992, the average jumped to more than 20 airlifts each year.
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As the demand for U.S. humanitarian airlift was increasing, the end of the
Cold War brought a smaller military budget, reducing resources with which the
Air Force could perform its traditional relief role. In the early 1990s, the ser-
vice underwent a massive downsizing and reorganization, inactivating many
organizations, including some airlift wings. At the same time, many U.S. mil-
itary bases around the world prepared to close. In a very real sense, airlifters
attempted to do “more with less.”

In 1992, the Air Force modernized its airlift organization. For almost 20
years, MAC had had control of all airlift wings. On April 1, intratheater airlift
transferred to theater control, and the United States Air Forces in Europe
(USAFE) and the Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) each gained a C-130 wing."
The Air Force also disestablished the 322d and 834th Airlift Divisions (Alft
Divs), which had managed airlift in the European and Pacific theaters.

On June 1, MAC itself was inactivated and was replaced by the Air
Mobility Command (AMC)." This new command lacked some of the tactical
airlift resources of its predecessor but gained some of the tanker assets from
the inactivated Strategic Air Command (SAC), allowing it to join tankers and
cargo transports under common management. That same year, AMC estab-
lished a Tanker Airlift Control Center at Scott AFB, Illinois, to streamline use
of Air Force airlift resources for theater commanders."

In 1993, the reorganization of airlift assets continued. On October 1,
remaining AMC C-130s were transferred to the Air Combat Command.”
Relinquishing its Air Rscu Svc units to Air Combat Command allowed AMC
to concentrate on strategic airlift.”!

As the Regular Air Force grew smaller in the 1990s, it relied increasingly
on AF Res and ANG personnel and resources. By May 1993, more than two-
thirds of all airlift wings—44 of 58—belonged to the Guard and Reserve. They
served with active duty units as part of an integrated total force.

As the Air Force entered the 1990s, it depended on three primary transport
aircraft: the C—130 for tactical airlift and the C—141 and the C-5 for strategic
airlift. In the 1990s, the C—17, which combined the large cross section of the
C—5 with the short takeoff and landing capabilities of the C—130, entered the
inventory. However, it was not produced in sufficient quantities to have much
impact on humanitarian airlift operations. The first C—17 squadron became
operational in January 1995.

By the early 1990s, the C—141 fleet was approaching the end of its useful
life. To employ modern aircraft and to cut costs, AMC contracted with civilian
airlines to perform routine missions and humanitarian airlifts. By the end of
1993, commercial aircraft assigned to the Civil Reserve Aircraft Fleet carried
more passengers than military aircraft on AMC missions and up to 30 percent
of the total cargo.”

Both major U.S. political parties recognize the value of humanitarian air-
lift as an instrument of national policy, and there have been no great fluctua-
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tions in the number of relief operations from administration to administration.
The rate of natural disasters has had more effect on the frequency of humani-
tarian operations than have political changes in Washington, D.C.

The Air Force’s global network of air bases has encouraged presidents to
call on the service for a quick response to emergencies. Disaster strikes sud-
denly and time is often the most crucial factor in an emergency. While more
personnel and cargo can be shipped by land or sea than by air, they cannot be
shipped as rapidly. Some places can be reached only by air, particularly when
blizzards, floods, or earthquakes cut surface supply routes. Sometimes, as in
the Berlin blockade in 1948 and 1949, military forces block surface routes.
Airlift allows the United States to reach isolated populations, bringing supplies
necessary for survival.

Outstanding Airlifts

Of the more than 560 humanitarian airlift operations the Air Force has
conducted since 1947, some stand out as especially significant. In terms of
tonnage and aircraft, the Berlin Airlift was the largest in history. It demon-
strated the utility of air power as a diplomatic instrument by sustaining two
million people in West Berlin isolated by a Soviet blockade. The operation
allowed the United States to fulfill a foreign policy objective without war.

Safe Haven in 1956 and 1957 moved more than 10,000 refugees from
Europe to the United States after Soviet tanks crushed an anticommunist rebel-
lion in Hungary. It allowed thousands to begin a new life and demonstrated
America’s commitment to freedom in the face of communism at the height of
the Cold War.

Europe was not the only theater for humanitarian airlifts. In 1960, USAF
cargo planes delivered over 1,000 tons of relief equipment and supplies to vic-
tims of a devastating series of earthquakes in Chile in an operation aptly called
Amigos (friends). After terrible floods in South Vietnam in 1964, the Air Force
evacuated 1,500 people and delivered more than 2,000 tons of humanitarian
supplies.

The Air Force also conducted very large relief operations within the
United States. For example, in 1949, USAF cargo planes dropped more than
4,700 tons of food to starving livestock in eight western states after a severe
blizzard. After Hurricane Camille, which hit southern Mississippi in 1969,
scores of USAF planes delivered more than 5,900 tons of vehicles, electric
generators, food, clothing, medicine, and other relief equipment to the Gulf
Coast.

Some of the largest humanitarian airlifts in the 1970s were flown to aid
millions of famine victims in Africa. In 1973 and 1974, the Air Force flew
more than 18,600 tons of food and relief supplies to Mali, Chad, and
Mauritania, in operations called Authentic Assistance and King Grain.
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When the government of South Vietnam fell to communist forces in 1975,
the Air Force transported more than 50,000 refugees in four overlapping
humanitarian airlift operations. Babylift, New Life, Frequent Wind, and New
Arrivals also moved 8,000 tons of cargo, some of it to temporary refugee
camps on islands in the Pacific.

Under the leadership of President George Bush, the United States flew
several large humanitarian operations in the early 1990s. Provide Comfort,
Provide Hope, Provide Promise, and Provide Relief airlifted tons of relief sup-
plies to Kurds in western Turkey and northern Iraq, to the republics of the for-
mer Soviet Union, to Bosnia-Herzegovina in the former Yugoslavia, and to
Somalian refugees. Provide Promise was the longest sustained humanitarian
airlift in U.S. history.

During the Bush administration, the Air Force also flew several large
domestic humanitarian airlifts. For example, in 1992, USAF cargo planes
moved more than 28,000 tons of supplies and 12,000 passengers to relieve vic-
tims of Hurricane Andrew in south Florida and Typhoon Iniki in Hawaii.

President Bill Clinton continued the humanitarian airlift tradition by
authorizing an airlift of more than 3,600 tons of relief supplies for thousands
of Rwandan refugees in central Africa after an outbreak of ethnic violence
forced them from their homes.

These examples are but a few of the largest humanitarian airlifts flown
during the first 50 years of the USAF as an independent service. They demon-
strate that when needed, the U.S. Air Force stands ready.
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Chapter 1
North America

North America is the most important region to which the U.S. Air Force
has flown humanitarian airlift operations because it includes the United States
itself. Communications networks focused immediate attention on emergencies
soon after they occurred, and quick, well-executed military responses satisfied
public expectations. Air Force bases scattered across the country made such
rapid response possible. Air Force Reserve units participated in more domes-
tic relief airlifts than foreign airlifts. Before the USAF designated MAC as the
gaining command for reserve airlift crews on temporary active duty in 1974,
these units did not normally deploy overseas.

This chapter describes airlifts to the United States and Canada. A few
operations in this chapter, such as Hurricane Hugo in 1989, included relief
flights to both the United States and Latin America. Airlifts to Mexico and
Central America are discussed in Chapter 2. Hawaii is covered in Chapter 7.

Only Latin America and the Pacific compare to North America in the
number of airlift operations. From 1947 through 1994, the Air Force flew 112
relief operations in North America, an average of almost 2.4 operations per
year, not including minor rescues or aecromedical evacuations. Most humani-
tarian airlifts were flown in response to natural disasters. Eighteen airlift oper-
ations transported more than 1,000 tons of equipment and supplies.

Not all domestic emergencies required airlift. In some cases, military
installations were close enough to the scene of a disaster that ground vehicles
could transport relief personnel and supplies. These operations are not record-
ed here.

Statistics: North American Airlifts

Number of humanitarian airlifts: 112.

Most common emergencies: storms (32), floods (31), and forest fires (26).
Most frequent recipients: United States (109), Canada (2), and Greenland (1).
Three largest operations, in chronological order: Operation Hayride, 1949
(more than 4,700 tons); Hurricane Camille, 1969 (over 5,900 tons); and
Hurricane Andrew, 1992 (over 21,000 tons).
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Chronological Listing: North American Airlifts

03N LA W~
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12

. Hurricane Emma

. Florida Flood

. Maine Forest Fire

. Louisiana/Arkansas Tornado
. Makkovik Fire

. Texas Tornado

. Columbia River Flood

. Operation Hayride

. Operation Flood-Lift

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Missouri River Valley Flood
Rio Grande Floods
Operation Ice Cube
Hurricane Diane
Northern California Flood
Cumberland Flood
Hurricane Audrey

Ship Fire

Northwestern Forest Fires
Hurricane Donna
Hurricane Carla
Operation Nava-Snow
Idaho Flood

Chlorine Barge Emergency
Kentucky Floods

Texas Haylift

Operation Helping Hand
Montana Flood

Hurricane Hilda
Operation Haylift
Operation Biglift
Colorado Flood
Hurricane Betsy

Phoenix Area Flood

Mississippi Tornadoes
Midwest Flood

Texas Encephalitis Epidemic
Rocky Mountain Fires
Fairbanks Flood

Hurricane Beulah

Operation Haylift II

Northwestern California Flood

Sept. 1947

Oct. 1947

Oct. 1947

Jan. 1948

Jan. 1948

May 1948
May—June 1948
Jan.—Mar. 1949
July 1951

Apr. 1952
June—July 1954
Sept. 1954
Aug.—Sept. 1955
Dec. 1955

Jan. 1957
June—-Aug. 1957
Nov. 1959

July 1960

Sept. 1960
Sept.—Oct. 1961
Dec. 1961

Feb. 1962

Sept. 1962
Mar. 1963

Feb. 1964
Mar.-Apr. 1964
June 1964

Oct. 1964

Dec. 1964

Dec. 1964—Jan. 1965

June 1965
Sept. 1965

Dec. 1965-Jan. 1966

Jan. 1966
Mar. 1966
Mar. 1966
Aug. 1966
Aug.—Sept. 1967
Aug. 1967
Sept.—Oct. 1967
Dec. 1967



42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
S1.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.

Alaskan Forest Fire

Minot Flood

Hurricane Camille

Lubbock Tornado

Hurricane Celia

Southern Plains Snowstorm
Operation Combat VEE
Arizona Forest Fire

South Dakota Flash Flood
Arizona Flash Flood

Tropical Storm Agnes
Everglades Airliner Crash
Operation Snowfall
Mississippi River Valley Flood
Northwest Forest Fires

Idaho Flood

Southwestern Forest Fires
Los Angeles Forest Fires
Angeles National Forest Fire
Southern California Forest Fires
Washington State Floods
Bethel Power Failure
Kentucky Coal Mine Disaster
Teton Dam Disaster

Ontario Forest Fire

Big Thompson Canyon Flood
Operation Sno Go

Johnstown Flood

California Forest Fires

Snow Blow 1

Snow Blow 11

Arizona Flood

Wyoming Haylift

Three Mile Island Nuclear Accident
Wichita Falls Tornado

Red River Flood

Central Arizona Forest Fires
Northwest Fires

Southern California Forest Fires
Mount St. Helens Eruption
Palm Springs Area Fire
Prinsendam Rescue

San Bernardino Forest Fires

North America

July—Aug. 1968
Apr. 1969
Aug.—Sept. 1969
May 1970
Aug. 1970
Feb.—Mar. 1971
July—Aug. 1971
May 1972

June 1972

June 1972
June—Aug. 1972
Dec. 1972

Feb. 1973
Apr—May 1973
Aug. 1973

Jan. 1974
June—-Aug. 1974
Aug. 1975
Sept. 1975
Nov. 1975

Dec. 1975

Dec. 1975

Mar. 1976
June 1976

June 1976
Aug. 1976
Jan.—Feb. 1977
July 1977
July—Aug. 1977
Jan. 1978

Feb. 1978

Mar. 1978

Feb. 1979
Mar.—Apr. 1979
Apr. 1979

Apr. 1979

July 1979

Aug. 1979
Sept. 1979
May-June 1980
July—Aug. 1980
Oct. 1980

Nov. 1980
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85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96
97.

98.

99.

100

101.

102

103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
1009.
110.

111

112.

14

MGM Grand Hotel Fire
Las Vegas Hilton Fire
Louisiana Flood
Minnesota Encephalitis Epidemic
Maricopa Flood

Missouri River Flood

Utah Coal Mine Fire

North Carolina Forest Fires
Idaho Pestilence

Western Forest Fires
Northern California Floods

. North Carolina Forest Fires

Southeast Haylift

Ship Fire

West Coast Forest Fires

. Yellowstone Fires

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

. Western Forest Fires
Hurricane Hugo

California Earthquake
Painted Cave Fire

Arctic Crash

Hurricane Andrew

Winter Storm

Midwest Flood

Southern California Wildfires
. Southern California Earthquake
Western Forest Fires

Nov. 1980

Feb. 1981

Apr. 1983

Aug. 1983

Oct. 1983

June 1984

Dec. 1984

Apr. 1985
June—July 1985
July 1985

Feb. 1986

May 1986

July 1986

Dec. 1986
Aug.—Sept. 1987
Aug.—Oct. 1988
Mar.—May 1989
July—Aug. 1989
Sept.—Nov. 1989
Oct. 1989
June—July 1990
Nov. 1991
Aug.—Oct. 1992
Mar. 1993
July—Aug. 1993
Oct.—Nov. 1993
Jan. 1994
June—Sept. 1994



North America
Operations: North American Airlifts

L.

Name: Hurricane Emma.

Location: Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi.

Date(s): September 17-21, 1947.

Emergency: A hurricane, with winds up to 120 mph, hit southern Florida and the
central Gulf coast.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 3d Air Transport Group (Air Trpt Gp).
Airlifted: 12.5 tons of tents, blankets, and emergency equipment; and two U.S.
Coast Guard helicopters.

Aircraft Employed: C-74 (two).

Operations: On Wednesday, September 17, Hurricane Emma hit southeast
Florida between Miami and Palm Beach—including the cities of West Palm
Beach, Popano, Fort Lauderdale, and Miami Beach—with 120 mph winds.
Torrential rain, tidal surges, and high winds claimed at least 12 lives and caused
$20 million in damage. Hundreds of people were injured and thousands were left
homeless. About 1,600 refugees crowded Miami’s Hialeah racetrack, which
served as a relief center. For 12 hours the storm moved across southern Florida
before moving into the Gulf of Mexico.

In response to appeals for federal assistance from Florida, President Harry S
Truman authorized aid for the disaster areas on September 17.

The 3d Air Trpt Gp at Brookley AFB near Mobile, Alabama, responded that
same day, flying a C—74 aircraft to Floyd Bennett AFB, New York, to pick up two
Coast Guard helicopters for transport to Florida. On September 18, the C—74 flew
the helicopters to MacDill AFB, Florida, to assist in rescue work around West
Palm Beach.

Meanwhile, Hurricane Emma had regained strength over the warm waters of
the Gulf of Mexico and veered northwest to hit southeast Louisiana and the
Mississippi Gulf coast with 90 mph winds on Friday morning, September 19.
Gales pounded New Orleans for five hours, causing at least $3 million in dam-
age. Floodwaters from Lake Pontchartrain inundated east Jefferson Parish, trans-
forming the city into an island, leaving 9,000 refugees crowded in the municipal
auditorium. Just west of New Orleans, Moisant International Airport lay under
several feet of water, cutting off all air transportation except large cargo planes.
The mayor of New Orleans, Delesseps Morrison, declared an emergency and
appealed for aid.

The 3d Air Trpt Gp C-74 moved the two Coast Guard helicopters to New
Orleans, where an emergency disaster headquarters was established on September
20 at the Port of Embarkation under the command of Brig. Gen. Henry S. Hodes,
Fourth Army chief of staff. The disaster headquarters included representatives
from the Fourth Army, the Tenth Air Force, and the Eighth Naval District and
coordinated relief operations in New Orleans. On September 21, an aerial survey
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conducted by the relief headquarters located three large breaks in the Lake
Pontchartrain levee and surveyed flooding in Metairie, a western suburb. Military
relief activities in New Orleans ended on September 22.

On September 19, the same day it struck New Orleans, Hurricane Emma hit
the Mississippi Gulf coast. Water rose 13 feet above mean Gulf level, and 20-foot
waves lashed the shoreline, sweeping away buildings along 25 miles of coastal
Highway 90 between Bay St. Louis and Biloxi, Mississippi. A second 3d Air Trpt
Gp C-74 moved 12.5 tons of cargo—including tents, blankets, and emergency
equipment—from Marietta, Georgia, to Keesler AFB at Biloxi on September 21.
Keesler’s commander, Brig. Gen. Edward W. Anderson, sent trucks and ambu-
lances loaded with emergency rations and medical supplies from the base to
storm victims. Air Force personnel also distributed two tons of food. Over 2,000
Keesler volunteers helped to remove 1,500 truckloads of rubble from Biloxi and
Gulfport beaches and roads after the storm. In the 24 hours after it hit shore,
Hurricane Emma dissipated as it moved northwest, leaving at least six people
dead and 400 injured in Louisiana and Mississippi.

2.

Name: Florida Flood.

Location: Lake Okeechobee region and south Florida.

Date(s): October 12—15, 1947.

Emergency: A hurricane hit southern Florida, dropping torrential rain that threat-
ened to spill Lake Okeechobee over its banks.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 3d Air Trpt Gp and 32d Air Transport
Squadron (Air Trpt Sq).

Airlifted: 45 tons of burlap bags.

Aircraft Employed: C—74 (one) and C—54 (three).

Operations: A tropical storm brewing in the western Caribbean Sea in early
October began a slow northeastward journey across western Cuba and into the
Florida Straits, where it intensified into a hurricane on Saturday, October 11. It
hovered over the Everglades the next day, dropping record amounts of rain in an
area drenched by Hurricane Emma just a month earlier.

The agricultural commissioner of Florida, Nathan Mayo, described the storm
as the worst agricultural disaster in more than a generation to hit the farming dis-
trict around Lake Okeechobee. Crop damage totaled $20 million. Continuing
northeast, the tempest sent wind gusts as high as 94 mph down the streets of
Miami, where 1.34 inches of rain fell in a 10-minute period. Flooding of 3,000
homes forced the evacuation of 12,000 people in the Miami area. Torrential rain
combined with runoff draining eastward from the Everglades to inundate Fort
Lauderdale, Hialeah, Miami Springs, and Opalocka under up to six feet of water
as the hurricane swept into the Atlantic on October 13.

Southern Florida’s Lake Okeechobee, already brimming with rainwater from
Hurricane Emma, threatened to burst its dikes. The U.S. Army Corps of
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Engineers, denying rumors that the levees had broken, feverishly operated 19 drag
lines to extend dikes and contain the overflowing drainage canals south and east
of the lake. Florida officials appealed for sandbags to raise and reinforce the lev-
ees. The 3d Air Trpt Gp at Brookley AFB, Alabama, flew four aircraft to Marietta,
Georgia, between October 12 and 15 to pick up 45 tons of burlap bags for airlift
to West Palm Beach, Florida. A 32d Air Trpt Sq C-74 carried over 20 tons of
sandbags on an October 15 flight and three C—54 aircraft carried the remainder.

Engineers and volunteers filled the bags with sand and reinforced the Lake
Okeechobee dikes during the third week in October, preventing the lake from
spilling into surrounding farmlands and Miami and other coastal cities.

3.

Name: Maine Forest Fire.

Location: Southern coast of Maine.

Date(s): October 21-28, 1947.

Emergency: At least 50 forest fires consumed thousands of acres.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: First Air Force (reserve units), 35th and
137th Air Force Base Units, Sth Rescue Squadron (Rscu Sq), and 14th Fighter
Group (Ftr Gp).

Airlifted: 22 miles of fire hose, at least 600 fire extinguishers, three water pump
tank trailers, 1,100 folding cots, morphine, fire-fighting equipment, and 1.25 tons
of blankets.

Aircraft Employed: C—82 (one) and C—47 (18+).

Operations: Dry Indian summer winds and a prolonged drought sparked dozens
of forest fires in New England in late October. The fires hit coastal Maine, sweep-
ing down wooded slopes toward resort communities along the rocky shore. Forest
Commissioner Raymond E. Rendall tracked over 50 separate fires affecting near-
ly 80 communities.

One fire destroyed 26,000 acres and 300 buildings in a five-mile stretch of
the Maine coast. On October 21, 200 homes, two hotels, and a school went up in
flames at Kennebunkport. Fires razed major portions of Goose Rock Beach, Cape
Porpoise, Biddeford, Brownfield, Newfield, Fortune’s Rock, and Waterboro. The
fires threatened the famous resort town of Bar Harbor on Mount Desert Island,
where residents were evacuated to the mainland. When fire blocked the only road
off the island, 400 citizens had to be evacuated by boat. Fire consumed 25 percent
of Bar Harbor, including 75 homes.

On October 21, 1947, the Bar Harbor Fire Department contacted Dow AFB
near Bangor, Maine, to request assistance in fighting the Mount Desert Island
fire. The commander of First Air Force, Maj. Gen. Robert M. Webster, detailed
over 1,000 Air Force personnel for fire fighting.

Governor Horace Hildreth declared a statewide emergency on October 23.
On October 25, President Truman declared Maine a disaster area and ordered
mercy flights.
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The 35th Air Force Base Unit’s “B” Squadron at Mitchel AFB, New York,
provided aerial transportation to Maine for First Army, Red Cross, and press per-
sonnel. Eighteen First Air Force C—47 aircraft flew morphine, pick axes, portable
fire extinguishers, and 22 miles of fire hose from Mitchel AFB to the Bangor air-
port for distribution to firefighters, while the 14th Ftr Gp at Dow AFB flew recon-
naissance missions over the fires to help direct evacuations.

On October 24, a 5th Rscu Sq C—82 transported three water pump tank trail-
ers from Westover AFB, Massachusetts, to Portland, Maine. The next day, two
C—47s moved 11,000 feet of fire hose from Schenectady, New York, to Presque
Isle, Maine. On October 26, a C—82 and a C—47 airlifted 600 fire extinguishers
from Schenectady to Augusta, Maine. From October 27 to 28, Flight D of the Sth
Rscu Sq, based at Westover, flew more than 1,100 folding cots and over one ton
of blankets from New Bedford, Massachusetts, to refugees at Augusta; and a
C—47 airlifted more fire-fighting equipment from South Weymouth Airport in
Massachusetts to Augusta.

The fires, which began to subside on October 27, left 13 people dead,
110,000 acres burned, and $30 million in damage. By the end of the month, the
fires were under control and the emergency was over.

4.

Name: Louisiana/Arkansas Tornado.

Location: Northwestern Louisiana and southern Arkansas.

Date(s): January 1-2, 1948.

Emergency: A tornado swept a 75-mile path of destruction across northwestern
Louisiana and southern Arkansas.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Eighth and Tenth Air Forces.

Airlifted: 17 tons of relief supplies, including tents, stoves, electric generators,
food, and a water purification unit.

Aircraft Employed: C—54 (three) and C—47 (three).

Operations: A winter storm system swept into northwestern Louisiana and
southern Arkansas on the afternoon of December 31, 1947, sparking a tornado
that devastated five communities along a 75-mile path. The twister formed near
Vanceville, Louisiana, just northeast of Shreveport, and followed a generally
northeastward course to Cotton Valley, Louisiana, before doubling back to deal a
second destructive blow to these communities. At about 4:30 p.m., the storm hit
Cotton Valley from the west, and minutes later it struck from the east, leveling
more than 100 buildings and leaving 10 people dead. Thirty injured victims were
transported to a hospital at nearby Minden, Louisiana.

At about 5:30 p.m., Governor James H. Davis of Louisiana called out the
National Guard and requested federal assistance. Meanwhile, the tornado resumed
a northeastward track, cutting a 50-foot wide path through Haynesville before it
swept into Arkansas, eventually blowing itself out near El Dorado. In two hours,
the tornado had killed 16 people, injured 146, and left more than 1,500 homeless.
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On the evening of December 31, the Fourth Army, in charge of overall disas-
ter relief, asked the Tenth Air Force at Brooks AFB, Texas, to airlift relief supplies
to Louisiana. On New Year’s Day, the Tenth Air Force sent a C—54 loaded with 10
tons of relief supplies—including 50 tents, eight field ranges, three auxiliary elec-
trical power units, and nearly two tons of soup—from the Fort Worth quarter-
master depot in Texas to Barksdale, Louisiana. A Tenth Air Force C—47 flew sur-
vey parties from San Antonio to the disaster scene that day. Lt. Col. Ben S. Brown
and Maj. George A. Beere from Tenth Air Force headquarters participated in an
aerial reconnaissance of the stricken area. Another C—47 carried a water purifica-
tion unit and three electrical generators from Brooks AFB to Barksdale AFB.

Fourth Army requested additional Tenth Air Force airlift on the morning of
January 2, 1948. That afternoon, two C—47s carried almost three tons of field
ranges, stoves, and relief supplies from Brooks AFB and Fort Worth AFB in Texas
to Barksdale AFB for delivery to Cotton Valley.

Meanwhile, the Eighth Air Force, then headquartered at Fort Worth, had car-
ried more supplies aboard two C—54s. The freight was transferred to trucks at
Barksdale AFB and driven to the ravaged communities. The Tenth and Eighth Air
Forces airlifted more than 17 tons of relief supplies and equipment from San
Antonio and Fort Worth to Barksdale AFB aboard six aircraft during the first two
days of 1948.

5.

Name: Makkovik Fire.

Location: Labrador (Newfoundland).

Date(s): January 31, 1948.

Emergency: A fire destroyed the warehouse of Makkovik and its supply of food,
clothing, and medicine.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Newfoundland Base Command.
Airlifted: Unknown quantity of food, clothing, medicine, and communications
equipment.

Aircraft Employed: C—47 (one).

Operations: Situated in a remote subarctic region about 130 miles northeast of
Goose Bay, Labrador, the fishing hamlet of Makkovik depended on supplies
stored in its warehouse to sustain it through long six-month winters, when mar-
itime supply routes were blocked by ice. In late January 1948, fire destroyed
Makkovik’s warehouse and much of the village, consuming most of its food,
clothing, and medical supplies, including precious penicillin stocks. The fire also
destroyed the shortwave radios that provided Makkovik’s 136 inhabitants with
communications to the outside world.

A supply ship had most recently visited Makkovik in September 1947, and
another was not scheduled to arrive until the ice cleared the next summer. A vil-
lager journeyed 65 miles by dogsled to Cape Harrison to relay a shortwave request
for emergency relief to the American and Canadian air base at Goose Bay on
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January 31, 1948. The commander of the U.S. portion of the Goose Bay facility,
Col. Paul A. Zartman, met with Group Capt. Z. Louie Leigh of the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force to plan the response. The men agreed to send a C—64 Norseman
equipped with skis and a C—47 to drop emergency supplies by parachute.

Reverend George Harp of the Makkovik Moravian mission met the C—64
when it landed and described the property the village needed. The C—47, operat-
ed by Newfoundland Base Command, dropped the emergency cargo by para-
chute. The joint Canadian-American mercy flights demonstrated international
cooperation and provided food, medicine, clothing, and communications equip-
ment to sustain the villagers until the next supply ship arrived.

6.

Name: Texas Tornado.

Location: McKinney and Princeton, Texas.

Date(s): May 3, 1948.

Emergency: A tornado hit McKinney and Princeton, Texas.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Tenth Air Force.

Airlifted: Food rations, emergency equipment, and medical supplies.

Aircraft Employed: C—47 (two), C—54 (two), and C—82 (one).

Operations: At mid-afternoon on May 3, a tornado dipped out of the Texas sky to
devastate two towns and a 12-mile stretch of farms north of Dallas. At the cotton
mill town of McKinney, population 10,000, three people were killed and 53 were
injured. A textile mill, school, hospital, and church were either damaged or
destroyed. The tornado also killed one person and injured 10 at Princeton, 10 miles
east of McKinney. Between the towns, along Texas State Route 24, dozens of farm
houses were splintered and cars were tossed as far as 300 yards from the road. The
storm damaged or destroyed 400 homes, leaving 1,000 people without shelter.

By dusk, Governor Beauford H. Jester had appealed for emergency assis-
tance. The Fourth Army asked Brig. Gen. Harry A. Johnson, Tenth Air Force com-
mander at Brooks AFB near San Antonio, Texas, to lend airlift support. On the
evening of May 3, the Tenth Air Force flew two C—47, two C-54, and one C-82
aircraft loaded with food, emergency equipment, and medical supplies from
Brooks AFB to Hensley Field at Dallas. Ground vehicles ferried the cargo to the
nearby disaster area.

The five planeloads of emergency supplies delivered within 24 hours of the
tornado allowed the American Red Cross disaster relief headquarters at McKin-
ney to provide almost immediate relief. The five-in-one rations airlifted allowed
the Red Cross to serve breakfast to victims the morning after the storm.

7.

Name: Columbia River Flood.
Location: Oregon and Washington.
Date(s): May 27—June 13, 1948.
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Emergency: Sudden melting of deep snow in the Cascade Mountains coupled
with heavy spring rains flooded the Columbia River valley.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 62d Troop Carrier Group (Trp Carr Gp).
Airlifted: 100,000 sandbags, six water pumps, and other emergency relief sup-
plies and equipment.

Aircraft Employed: C-82 (13+).

Operations: Unusually heavy spring rains and rapid thawing of snow in the
Cascades swelled the Pacific Northwest’s Columbia River and its tributaries in
late May, flooding communities along the Washington-Oregon border. High water
engulfed portions of Woodland and Kalama, forcing evacuation of Vancouver,
Kelso, and Longview, Washington. On Sunday afternoon, May 30, the Columbia
River dike burst at Vanport, a suburb of Portland, threatening its 18,500 residents.
Parts of the city were under 15 feet of water, including a section of the railroad
between Portland and Seattle. Many homes floated away. The Willamette River,
unable to drain into the Columbia, flooded portions of northern Portland, includ-
ing its airport.

Floods in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho left 60,000 people homeless and
caused property damage estimated at $75 million. The governors of the three
states requested federal aid from Federal Works administrator Philip B. Fleming.
On May 31, President Truman declared the flooded districts disaster areas. The
next day, 20,000 people began to evacuate 120 miles of the Columbia River val-
ley between Portland and the Pacific Ocean.

The 62d Trp Carr Gp, based at McChord AFB near Tacoma, Washington,
began emergency relief flights to deliver supplies and equipment to Spokane and
Portland even before the dike burst at Vanport. The group flew 16 sorties between
May 27 and 30. During the first two weeks of June, the 62d Troop Carrier Group’s
C-82 aircraft transported supplies to 2d Infantry Division troops working in the
Portland flood area, shuttling between McChord and the civil airport at Hillsboro,
Oregon, 15 miles west of Portland.

On June 10, 13 of the group’s aircraft carried 100,000 sandbags from
McChord AFB to Richland, Washington, to help repair and reinforce dikes near
the Hanford atomic energy plant. The 62d Trp Carr Gp ended its relief missions
on June 13 when it sent two C—82 aircraft to deliver six water pumps from
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to Richland.

8.

Name: Operation Hayride (also Haylift and Snowbound).

Location: Wyoming, Colorado, North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska,
Nevada, and Utah.

Date(s): January 3—March 15, 1949.

Emergency: A series of blizzards endangered eight western and midwestern
states and threatened livestock.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Tenth Air Force; 2151st Rescue Unit (Rscu
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Un), Air Rscu Svc; 62d Troop Carrier Wing (Trp Carr Wg) (Fourth Air Force) and
316th Trp Carr Wg (Ninth Air Force); and 2473d Air Force Reserve Training
Center.

Airlifted: 4,778 tons of livestock feed, food, blankets, clothing, fuel, medical sup-
plies, vehicles, and communications equipment; and 1,128 passengers evacuated.
Aircraft Employed: C—47 (85), C-82 (54), H-5 (9), T-6 (9), L-5 (9), RB-26 (9),
C—46 (6), YH-13 (5), RF-51 (5), RF-80 (4), F-51 (18), L4 (4), C-45 (2), B-25
(2), F-82 (2), B-17 (1), and T-11 (1).

Operations: Eighteen snowstorms in 27 days hit the Rocky Mountain and upper
Great Plains states during December 1948 and January 1949, dropping tempera-
tures as low as 40 degrees below zero, blocking roads and railways, and covering
ranges and ranches with so much snow that hundreds of thousands of sheep and
cattle were threatened with starvation.

The 2151st Rscu Un at Lowry AFB, Colorado, began to airdrop food and
medicine to stranded travelers and isolated residents on January 3. For the next 10
days, the unit flew C—47, C—82, L-5, and H-5 aircraft over snow-covered portions
of Colorado, Wyoming, and Nebraska. For example, on January 4, a 2151st Rscu
Un C—47 delivered 115 blankets and 30 cases of C rations to 482 people strand-
ed at Rockport, Colorado. The next day, the unit airdropped food to passengers
stranded in trains at Hillsdale and Egbort, Wyoming, and at Dix, Nebraska.

A 2151st Rscu Un C-82 airlifted two snow-terrain vehicles known as
weasels from Cheyenne, Wyoming, to Scottsbluff, Nebraska, on January 7 to help
deliver emergency supplies. The next day, a C—47 aircraft dropped insulin and
penicillin to blizzard-bound medical personnel at Harrison, Nebraska.

On January 11, despite the 2151st Rescue Unit’s efforts to answer emergency
requests for assistance from local and state government agencies, Governor Val
Peterson of Nebraska phoned Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, commander of SAC at Offutt
AFB, Nebraska, to request additional emergency assistance. This request was
relayed to the Continental Air Command (CONAC), which contacted the Tenth
Air Force’s Maj. Gen. Harry A. Johnson at Brooks AFB, Texas. General Johnson
called a Tenth Air Force domestic emergency relief team into action under Lt. Col.
Joe E. McNay, who set up operations at Lincoln, Nebraska, on January 12.

Working with the Fifth Army, the Tenth Air Force team airdropped food, med-
icine, and livestock feed until January 16, when improved weather eliminated the
need for further relief flights. But more snowstorms in the following days forced
Governor Peterson to ask for a renewal of the humanitarian flights, which
resumed on January 24. The Tenth Air Force coordinated Air Force aerial relief
missions in Wyoming, Kansas, Colorado, North Dakota, South Dakota, and
Nebraska, in an operation called Hayride.

Meanwhile, on January 24, the Fourth Air Force at Hamilton AFB,
California, had begun to send cargo aircraft to Nevada to airdrop livestock feed to
starving herds. The Fourth Air Force sent 62d Trp Carr Gp C-82s from McChord
AFB, Washington, to a naval airfield at Fallon, Nevada, where they flew with the

22



North America

Ninth Air Force’s 316th Trp Carr Gp to deliver food and provide medical care to
isolated blizzard victims and to airdrop bales of hay and livestock feed to starv-
ing cattle and sheep.

Thirty C-82 and 12 C—47 cargo aircraft delivered over 2,500 tons of emer-
gency supplies in eastern Nevada and western Utah in 33 days, flying more than
660 sorties. Many of the airplanes shuttled between Fallon and Ely, Nevada, car-
rying local ranchers who directed the airdrop of hay to the starving herds.

Meanwhile, the Tenth Air Force had continued airlift operations farther east,
and the domestic emergency relief team headquarters moved from Lincoln,
Nebraska, to Lowry AFB, Colorado, on January 26.

On January 29, because of the large number of snow-blocked railroads and
highways, President Truman declared the snow-crippled western states a disaster
area and authorized further federal assistance. A “Disaster Force Snowbound”
was established in Omaha, Nebraska, on February 3 with combined Army and Air
Force staffs.

While the Fifth Army coordinated disaster relief missions, authorizing airlift
only when ground supply routes were impassable, a provisional Air Division
Hayride directed air activities. The Tenth Air Force domestic emergency relief
team continued to operate, but moved its headquarters back to Nebraska from
Lowry AFB, this time to Omaha.

Often during February, Air Division Hayride and Disaster Force Snowbound
canceled livestock feeding missions to save human lives. For example, on
February 9, hundreds of people were stranded on snowbound trains west of
Rawlins and in the areas of Hanna, Rock River, and Green River in Wyoming. The
Tenth Air Force dropped food, blankets, and medicine to the isolated passengers
until the trains could move again.

Air relief operations ended on February 26 in Nevada and on March 15 in
Nebraska. The Tenth Air Force flew over 2,100 tons of hay, rations, clothing, blan-
kets, milk, coal, and emergency equipment to stricken areas in five states aboard
143 aircraft between January 12 and March 15. Total Hayride missions involved
more than 200 Air Force planes delivering over 4,700 tons of supplies in eight
states. These missions were performed as t